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Everyone loves a good murder mystery with all the favourite characters of a whodunit. In a new 

take on the genre Peter Gordon and has delivered an hilarious comedy spoof on the very best of 

Agatha Christie. 

Set in the lounge of a country manor house in the 1930s, the play features a gathering of assorted 

houseguests who have come to renew their acquaintance with the widowed Mildred and her niece, 

Dorothy.  Stiff-upper-lipped Colonel Craddock and his wife Margaret, Pierre, a shady art dealer and 

the aristocratic Elizabeth Hartley-Trumpington are the guests. Also staying, more or less at her own 

invitation, is Joan Maple an amateur sleuth who it seems attracts murder like a magnet. They are 

all attended by Mildred’s butler Bunting.

When a murder does occur, Inspector Pratt and Constable Thompkins arrive to handle (and I use 

that word loosely) the case. What follows is the chaotic investigation and interrogation of the 

suspects. Can the police bring the culprit to book before they kill again?  

This is an excellent comedy which has been a delight to direct.  I hope you enjoy watching it as 

much as we have enjoyed rehearsing it.

           Dianne Newby

DIRECTOR’S NOTES

MURDERED TO DEATH IN REHEARSAL
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CAST
Mildred    Pat Riley
Dorothy    Tricia McTough
Bunting    David Pritchard
Colonel Charles Craddock Mike Andrews
Margaret Craddock  Anne Davies
Elizabeth Hartley-Trumpington Grace McKay
Pierre Marceau   Gavin Jones
Joan Maple    Robert Colbeck
Constable Thompkins  William Andrews
Inspector Pratt   David Lancaster

The action takes place in the lounge of a country manor house in the 1930s
ACT ONE
Scene One: Late afternoon, autumn.
Scene Two: The following morning.
ACT TWO
Scene One: Two hours later
Scene Two: One hour later

CREW
Director    Dianne Newby
Assistant Director   David Newby
Stage Manager   Ron Darby
A.S.M.    Alan Foale
Lighting    Robin Peart & Tony Zigmond
Sound    Jane Claire
Prompt     Carol Crossfield
Props     Anne Andrews & Viv Stringer
Set design    Beth Duce
Advertising & Publicity  Shell Peart
Set Construction   David Newby, Robert Colbeck, David Pritchard,
     Declan Gallagher, Robin Peart, Mike Andrews, Beth Duce
     Shell Peart, Ron Darby
Front of house    Alan Foale, Bernard Riley and Members of Adel Players

By Arrangement with Josef Weinberger Ltd.



REFRESHMENTS
Patrons are welcome to make use of the bar before and after the performance and during the interval. It 
speeds up service at the bar if as many patrons as possible pre-order interval drinks. If you have not 
finished your drink by the end of the interval, please ask the bar staff for a plastic container as for safety 
reasons drinking glasses may not be brought into the hall.

THANKS
Adel Players would like to thank Dragon Timber and
Plywood Ltd for their invaluable support of all
Adel Players’ productions.

WEBSITE
Visit our website at www.adel-players.org.uk
where you will find lots of information
about our group. 

Like us on Facebook and
follow us on
Twitter @AdelPlayers

Adel Players is a section of
Adel War Memorial Association.
Reg. Charity No. 523466

Printed by Coryph & Anorak
0113-2438118, 07714766607
or e-mail gary@anorakcolour.co.uk

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION IS:

NOTICEBOARD

24-27 January 2018, 7.30 pm, Adel Memorial Hall
Did you know Adel Players is 70 years old this year? Yes, 70 years ago Adel Players came into being
as the Drama section of Adel War Memorial Association! To celebrate this milestone in our history we
decided we’d perform again for you the second play Adel Players ever staged at Adel Memorial Hall.
This is LOVE FROM A STRANGER, which in 1936 was dramatised by actor-manager Frank Vosper from
the famous Agatha Christie short story Philomel Cottage. It was a hit, and afterwards was twice made
into a film. So, what’s the story? Well, Cecily Harrington, a shorthand-typist, wins a large sum of money
in a sweepstake and, excited by her new-found wealth, she breaks off her engagement to her loyal but
unimaginative fiancé in order to travel the world. However, her plans quickly change when she meets
an attractive American, Bruce Lovell. After a whirlwind romance she marries Bruce, and life in their
isolated country cottage seems idyllic. But is her charming new husband all he seems to be?  
The only way you’ll find out is by coming to see the play!  
You can reserve tickets (£8) by phoning Anne and Mike Andrews at 0113-2755585
or e-mailing them at boxoffice@adel-players.org.uk.  
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